The Eurondia Centre

Speech by Michel Sabatier, Secretary General, on the 13" October 2011
to celebrate the 10" anniversary of the Centre
at a gala dinner hosted by Leuven Mayor Louis Tobback
on the occasion of the 5" Eurolndia Summit

Ladies and gentlemen,

Fhe Centre io born in October 2001, exactly 10 years age, when il was registered as a nol-for-profil
association at Lo Rochelle (France) with the aole objective of bringing Sndians and Europeans

logether again for o ohared fulure.

Sndeed the idea of otarting this Guro-Sndian association stemmed from the realization by a fow
commitled Guro-Sndians al heart that the age-old relalionahip that Sndians and Guropeans have
enjoyed for contuwrics, if not millennia, cowld not be taken for gqranted any fonger ab a critical
junclure when Sndia decided Lo reengage the Worl2 afler a few. decades of self-isolation.

@ter an Sndian faunch in 2008 in Delhi, se were blessed Lo be given our unique positioning of
today, ao the firol inotitutional player to foouo on rekindling the age-ofd close trading relationshi
that had benefited both Sndian and Huropean cities for so fong, with the hope Lo retricte the magic
of the fabled "Route o the Sndiea’, as it sas called then.

Sndeed, our founding Co-President, Dr. Manmohan Singh, the cwrent Prime Minister of Sndia,
gmaMmmWﬂw,WMngﬁmvwwm%gW'amw
slarked bienty years ago.

We look formard to being able Lo foster hundreds of partnerships between cities, regions and otates of
®nmwmw»waq@r,Eﬁw@MﬂammmMQWWb&mMWmﬁmm
oupport Lo the project of a EwoSndia Contre ab il sowy inceplion: firol and foremast our finot
execuline oo-gjm/i,a,om/{/,a, Eq/be % Mﬂ/{}ﬂ/a QSG/I/MZ,W gm/c/gt @W %A‘A/bm, and CD/L.
Manmohan Singh, sisionary business leaders such as Pamobyd Sodre, Gnand Mahindua,
Naseer Munjee, PRS Oberoi, Deepak Parekh, Ratan Jata on the Sndian side and Bertrand
Collormb. on the Guropean oide and fast bul not feast Gohok Kar, my buddy in laying the
foundations of the Contre.
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The Eurondia Centre

to Euro-Sndians by heart and ohared vision. Lol ua wioh fong bfe to the BuroSndia Contre and Lo

the Ouro-Sndian brotherhood that it advocates.

Mujhe asha hai ki hamari yojne bahut saphal hogi. Mughe yah Bhi ashe hai £ hamase salh

Bare and Dr. Dingh Lo tuwn the sision of owr founding fathers into actual practice with a lot of
hard work and dedication: Colette Mathur and Dr. Hasjit Singh Enand.

Fhank you.

~

Nichel Sabatier
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