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Participation in “Open Days” workshops in Brussels
by the Indian Summit delegation
On Tuesday 5th of October
Modalities:

As a delegate, you are requested to register directly on-line to participate in Open Days and choose the workshops you wish to attend ONLY on Tuesday the 5th of September by logging on:  




www.opendays.europa.eu

The sooner you register for a workshop, the more chances you have to get your first choice. Open Days organizers will then directly email you confirmation of a seat at the selected workshop or request you to choose another workshop.

Registration opened in July. Deadline for registration is 22 September.
Indicative selection of presently available workshops:
For the complete up-to-date list of available workshops in any given time slot, please consult the Open Days Website.

A.09.00 – 10.45 hrs
Code 05A07

Innovative regional strategy in cultural Tourism

Code 05B02
Workshop on cross-border infrastructures

Code 05B01
Cities success stories: Using ICT to deliver carbon reductions in Europe

Code 05C01
Creating and enabling women entrepreneurs: The green economy and more

Code 05C02 

Bridging the digital divide

Code 05A03

Offshore renewable energies: Exploring the synergies
Code 05B02

Workshop on cross-border infrastructures
Code 05B01

Cities success stories: Using ICT to deliver carbon reductions in Europe
B.11.15 to 13.00 hrs
Code 05A18

Territorial planning as a competitiveness strategy

Code 05A21

The economy of culture: A driver for regional development – Evidence from European Cohesion Policy

Code 05B04

Challenges facing mono-sector cities

Code 05A15

From knowledge to growth: Stimulating the green economy

Code 05A14
Promoting entrepreneurship -Innovative regional business-startup strategies
Code 05C03
After the crunch: How to counterpunch?
Code 05A32
Tackling socio-economic disparities using satellite information and services
C. 14.30- 17.00 hrs
Code 05A26
Climate KIC: Regional innovation in water management and low carbon cities
Code 05A27
Innovative policies essential for sustainable growth
Code 05A31
Innovative partnerships at the service of citizens and the environment: Best practices in the transport, water and waste sectors
Code 05B06
Sustainable mobility in European cities
Code 05B07
Public-private partnerships and green economy
Code 05A36
Financial engineering instruments in the framework of cohesion policy
And many more…

Description of a sample of workshop organizers:
Regional groups

1 goal, 7 regions, 2020 challenge
Croatian Regions (HR), Zilina Region (SK), South Finland (FI), West Pannonia (HU), Styria (AT),

Kujawsko - Pomorskie (PL), Vojvodina (RS)

2020 Regions: Acting for the future

Castilla y Leon (ES), England's Northwest (UK), Warmia and Mazury (PL), Central Region (PT), Mid Norway (NO), West Norway (NO), East of England (UK), North Portugal (PT), Saxony (DE), Central Denmark (DK)

Climate KIC – innovating regions for a greener Europe

West Midlands (UK), Arnhem Nijmegen (NL), Valencian Region (ES), Hessen (DE), Utrecht (NL), Central Hungary (HU), Lower Silesia (PL)

Creative Regions Partnership

Saxony-Anhalt (DE), Latvian Regions (LV), Ústí Region (CZ), Region of Murcia (ES), Sardinia (IT),

Merseyside (UK), Mazovia Region (PL), Gloucestershire (UK), Presov Region (SK), Cyprus (CY), Eszak-Alfold (HU)

Local Intermediate Authorities: Mobilising Competitive Territories

Province of Liège (BE), La Spezia (IT), Province of Turin (IT), Flemish Brabant (BE), Grevena (GR), Deux-Sèvres (FR), Steinfurt (DE), Catania (IT), Eure (FR)

The Committee of the Regions (CoR):

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) is the political assembly that provides the regional and local levels with a voice in EU policy development and EU legislation. 

The Treaties oblige the Commission, Parliament and Council to consult the Committee of the Regions whenever new proposals are made in areas that affect the regional or local level. The CoR has 344 members from the 27 EU countries, and its work is organised in 6 different commissions. They examine proposals, debate and discuss in order to write official opinions on key issues. More on: http://www.cor.europa.eu
Directorate General for Regional Policy

The mission of the Directorate General for Regional Policy is to strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion by reducing disparities between the levels of development of regions and countries of the European Union. In this way the policy contributes positively to the overall economic performance of the EU.

Reducing disparities requires a cohesion policy promoting constant improvements in competitiveness and employment. By co-financing infrastructure projects, developing the information society, accelerating the transfer of know-how, supporting investments in people and stimulating cross-border cooperation, the Directorate General for Regional Policy helps regions that are less prosperous or are suffering from structural problems to improve competitiveness and to achieve a faster rate of economic development in a sustainable way. The policy is thus an important expression of the solidarity of the European Union.

The Directorate General manages three major Funds:

· the European Regional Development Fund, which operates in all Member States, co-finances investments - this fund is heavily concentrated in the regions with lowest GDP/head;

· the Cohesion Fund, which co-finances transport and environment projects in Member States whose GNP is less than 90% of the Community average; 

· the Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession (ISPA), which helps candidate countries to develop transport networks and improve environmental infrastructure.

Apart from these three funds, the DG is also responsible for:

· the implementation of the European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF), which is dedicated to speedy intervention in the case of major disasters, to provide aid as quickly as possible;

· the co-ordination group on ultra-peripheral regions, whose remit is to encourage Community actions to implement measures compensating for the disadvantaged situation of the outermost regions, according to Article 299(2) of the Treaty;

· the management of the EC contributions to the International Fund for Ireland which, together with the PEACE programme included in the Structural Funds, aims at peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland.

DG Regional Policy aims to deliver (1) efficient and effective structural policies that (2) bring benefits to, and are understood by, Europe’s citizens on the ground, (3) contribute directly to creating the conditions for the successful enlargement of the European Union and (4) are consistent with the principle of sound financial management.
Commissioner Johannes Hahn has the political responsibility for regional policy.
More on: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/regional_policy
Description of “Open Days” participants:

The OPEN DAYS and its seminars, workshops, debates, exhibitions target an audience interested specifically in Regional Policy, and namely:

· National, regional and local politicians;

· Members of the Committee of the Regions, the European Parliament and of  the European Economic and Social Committee;

· Officials of European, national, regional and local administrations and experts in the field of managing and evaluating Cohesion Policy programmes;

· Representatives of private companies, banks, and European and national associations and organisations;

· Journalists from European, national, regional and local media.
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